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The Promise of Education
2017-2018

Welcome
Education promises to be the key to a good life in the twenty-ﬁrst century. College students often load up on debt only
to graduate into an economy that does not oﬀer enough high-paying jobs for them to prosper ﬁnancially. Increasingly
under scrutiny to produce quantiﬁable results, public school teachers and university professors struggle to deﬁne and
defend the goals of liberal education and, especially, the value of the humanities. Journalists report and analysts of all
sorts note the gap between expectations and realities. Even in a community inspired by the Promise, the promise of
education can sometimes seem precarious.
We invite you to join us as leading voices in our national discussion talk about the project of bettering ourselves and our
communities through education.
The University Center for the Humanities is grateful for your support and participation.
All events are free and open to the public. Parking is free in Parking
Structure #2 adjacent to Miller Auditorium.
University Center for the Humanities
Katherine Joslin, Director
Scott Bade, Coordinator

About the Center
The mission of the Center is to recognize and support the humanities at
Western Michigan University. As a gathering place for dialogue, the Center acts
an incubator for the exchange of ideas among faculty, emeriti, alumni,
undergraduate and graduate students, and people in the wider community.
Through the understanding of diverse cultural, professional, political, and
intellectual landscapes, we nurture engaged academic and community life.
Visit the University Center for the Humanities online at
www.wmich.edu/humanities
All events are free and open to the public.

Mark Edmundson

September 28, 2017 | 7 p.m. | 3502 Knauss Hall, WMU
"In Defense of Ideals"

In this talk Mark Edmundson will explore and endorse what he takes to be the three great ideals: courage, compassion and wisdom. He will
consider courage in Homer, compassion in the Gospels, and wisdom in the works of Plato and Socrates. How, he will ask, would one pursue one
of the ideals in daily life?
Mark Edmundson is University Professor at the University of Virginia. He’s the author of a dozen books, most recently Self and Soul: A Defense
of Ideals and Why Write? His book trilogy Why Read?, Why Teach? and Why Write? directly addresses the human goods that can be obtained
through intellectual pursuits. He has won a Guggenheim Fellowship and earned a National Endowment for the Humanities chair for
distinguished teaching.

Kentaro Toyama

October 19, 2017 | 7 p.m. | 2452 Knauss Hall, WMU
"The Kindling of a Flame: Analogies to Light the Way for Technology in Education"
College graduates today are digital natives ﬂuent in technology, but have they learned more than their parents?
Massive open online courses (MOOCs) have made learning materials free to anyone with Internet access, but
have they bridged educational disparities? If technology is so good for learning, why do well-educated parents
set limits on their children's screen time? These questions can be readily answered with the right analogies for
what education really is and what technology actually does. Good analogies can help to grasp the complicated
mass of evidence about technology in education; to guard against tech-zealot rhetoric that preys on parents'
fears of children being "left behind;" and to light the way toward the appropriate use – and non-use – of
technology for meaningful learning.
Kentaro Toyama is the W.K. Kellogg Associate Professor of Community Information at the University of Michigan School of Information and a fellow
of the Dalai Lama Center for Ethics and Transformative Values at MIT. Until 2009, Toyama was assistant managing director of Microsoft Research
India, which he co-founded in 2005. Prior to his time in India, Toyama did computer vision and multimedia research at Microsoft Research in
Redmond, WA, USA and Cambridge, UK, and taught mathematics at Ashesi University in Accra, Ghana. He is the author of Geek Heresy: Rescuing
Social Change from the Cult of Technology and writes The ICT4D Jester, a blog critiquing technology for development. In Geek Heresy, he debunks
the claims of tech zealots and reveals why global problems cannot be solved with gadgets alone.

David Denby

February 8, 2018 | 7 p.m. | 3508 Knauss Hall, WMU
"The Humanities in the Age of Demagoguery"

The results of the presidential election of 2016 and the months after the Presidential inauguration suggest that the
habits of mind ideally inculcated by both the humanities (an appreciation of human complexity, a respect for
observed and imaginative truth, moral intelligence) and the sciences (respect for observable evidence and
experimental trial) have not really taken hold in a large part of the country. Public discourse has been poisoned by
the politically opportunistic abandonment of observable truth and moral reasoning. How has this situation come
about? Are the humanities, including serious reading at all levels of education and later life, capable of exerting some check on these tendencies?
Or are we lost in an age of ideology in which any truth claims are absurd?
David Denby was born in New York in 1943, and went to Columbia, the Columbia Journalism School, and Stanford's Communication program. He
was a movie critic for forty-ﬁve years, at The Atlantic, The Boston Phoenix, New York Magazine (1978-98), and The New Yorker (1998-2014). He has
published two books on reading and teaching, Great Books (1996), a study of Columbia's core curriculum program, and Lit Up (2016), an account of
tenth-grade English at three public schools in America. His other books are the autobiographical American Sucker (2004), devoted to greed and
loss during the tech-bubble era; Snark (2008), an analysis of low sarcasm in journalism and politics; and Do the Movies
Have a Future? (2012), a collection of his best movie writing from The New Yorker.

Diane Ravitch

March 22, 2018 | 7 p.m. | Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU
"Education Reform and the Promise of Public Education"

Diane Ravitch provides solutions. In her books, Ravitch provides a clear plan for how to preserve and improve our
public schools. Her New York Times bestseller, Reign of Error: The Hoax of the Privatization Movement and the
Danger to America’s Public Schools begins where her previous book, The Death and Life of the Great American
School System left oﬀ. Ravitch continues to show that the crisis in American education is not the result of a crisis
of academic achievement, but a result of the destruction of public schools. In a chapter-by-chapter breakdown,
Ravitch teaches what is working in U.S. education and how policy makers are failing to address the root cause of educational failure. Finally, Ravitch
shows readers how it can, in fact, be ﬁxed.
Diane Ravitch is the champion for public schools across the country. Drawing on over 40 years of research and experience, Ravitch is the nation’s
leading advocate for public education. Her years of experience working in the government shaped her approach to education, and give her a unique
and powerful perspective which she brings into all aspects of her work. A proliﬁc writer and a renowned research professor of education at New York
University, Ravitch has published more than 500 articles and reviews for scholarly and popular publications. Her blog, which has received more
than 20 million page visits since 2012, is one of the primary destinations for American educators.

Danielle Allen

April 12, 2018 | 7 p.m. | 2452 Knauss Hall, WMU
"Inequality, Citizenship, and the Promise of Education"

When we think about education and equality, we tend to think ﬁrst about distributive questions—for example,
how to design a system that will oﬀer the real possibility of equal educational attainment, if not achievement
to all students. The vocational approach imagines that this equal attainment will translate into a wider
distribution of skills, which will reduce income inequality. The civic conception of education suggests a very
diﬀerent way to understand the link between education and equality. This understanding begins with the
recognition that fair economic outcomes are aided by a robust democratic process and, therefore, by genuine
political equality. Thus an education focused not merely on technical skills, but also on what I call participatory readiness, provides a distinct and
better way to promote equality through schooling.
Danielle Allen, Professor of Government and the Graduate School of Education at Harvard University and Director of the Edmond J. Safra Center
for Ethics, is a political theorist who has published broadly in democratic theory, political sociology, and the history of political thought. A
2001 MacArthur Foundation Fellow, Danielle Allen is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Philosophical
Society, and the Society of American Historians. She is the author of ﬁve books: The World of Prometheus: The Politics of Punishing in Democratic
Athens (2000), Talking to Strangers: Anxieties of Citizenship since Brown v. Board of Education (2004), Why Plato Wrote (2010),
Our Declaration (2014), and Education and Equality (2016). Our Declaration was awarded the 2015 Francis Parkman Prize
and the Chicago Tribune Heartland Award for nonﬁction, and she is also a contributing columnist for The Washington Post.

Become a Friend of the Humanities
Who? Friends of the Humanities form a community dedicated to strengthening
the humanities in the Kalamazoo community and on the Western Michigan
University campus.
How? To become a Friend of the Humanities, individuals, organizations and companies
are invited to make an annual gift to the University Center for the Humanities through
the WMU Foundation by visiting mywmu.com/givetohumanities.
Why? Given the wide-ranging activities of the Center, private donors can have a real
impact. Even smaller amounts go a long way to enhancing the opportunities for
citizens, scholars, and students to do research, write books, give lectures, organize
discussions and work in the community.
What? Friends of the Humanities receive invitations to special events, receptions and
are oﬀered opportunities to meet and talk with the guest speakers.
You will also receive brochures, postcards, and emails with detailed information
about all of our activities so that you will see how your donation enhances the
Humanities at WMU and in Kalamazoo.

Series Partners:

Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership, Kalamazoo College
Center for the Study of Ethics in Society, WMU
College of Arts and Sciences, Fine Arts, WMU
College of Health and Human Services, WMU
Department of African American and African Studies
Department of Communication, WMU
Department of Comparative Religion, WMU
Department of English
Department of History, WMU
Department of Spanish, WMU
Department of Teaching, Learning and Educational Studies, WMU
Department of World Languages and Literatures, WMU
Graduate College, WMU
Interdisciplinary Ph.D. in Evaluation (IDPE), WMU
Kalamazoo Community Foundation
Lee Honors College, WMU
Lewis Walker Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnic Relations, WMU
Mallinson Institute for Science Education, WMU
Oﬃce of Academic Aﬀairs, WMU
University Libraries, WMU
WMU Alumni Association

Calendar
2017-2018 The Promise of Education
September 28, 2017 | 7 p.m. | Mark Edmundson | 3502 Knauss Hall, WMU
October 19, 2017 | 7 p.m. | Kentaro Toyama| 2452 Knauss Hall, WMU
February 8, 2018 | 7 p.m. | David Denby | 3508 Knauss Hall, WMU
March 22, 2018 | 7 p.m. | Diane Ravitch | Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU
April 12, 2018 | 7 p.m. | Danielle Allen | 2452 Knauss Hall, WMU
All events are free and open to the public.
For more information, visit: www.wmich.edu/humanities/

